Citizens to Save White Oak Mountain CSWOM

CSWOM is opposed to mountain top removal and will not compromise.
Your slogans could be “Save White Oak Mountain”, or The Environment Is All We Have.” You might make signs to take to the hearing.
You use the term “strip mining” and never “surface mining”. You say “mountain top removal” and never  “large-scale mining” or “mountain top mining”
You don’t trust anything the coal company claims. 
Federal Judge Charles Haden said this about mountaintop removal: "My helicopter flyer of all mountaintop removal sites in Southern West Virginia revealed the extent and permanence of environmental degradation this type of mining produces...Some mine sites were 20 years old, yet tree growth was stunted or nonexistent. Compared to the thick hardwoods of surrounding undisturbed hills, the mine sites appeared stark and barren and enormously different from the original topography."
Some of your concerns:

You want the underground mines reopened and claim that the coal in White Oak Mountain ought to be mined underground. The large drag-line that scoops off the earth above the coal replaces hundreds of underground miners. 
The valley fills, which you call valley dumps, won’t be stable and may slide down on people’s homes.
The sludge dam might break like the one at Buffalo Creek in 1972 that killed 125 people. The grade school is right down the creek from the dam. 
You suspect that the old underground mines will be too close to the bottom of the sludge pond and that the sludge pond might break through into the old mines and out into your creeks, as they did recently in Kentucky. You think the companies maps of the underground mines are not accurate.

The sludge contains over 60 chemicals and dangerous levels of poisonous arsenic, mercury and lead. Mercury causes birth defects. One of your members is a mother who suspects that her brain damaged child was a victim of the mercury in the sludge.

Flooding will increase because all the trees will be gone.

The blasting will ruin water wells and house foundations and will send rock and boulders onto your property. 

Taking off the top of the mountain and filling in the hollows will destroy the habitat of thousands of native species of plants, birds, animals, insects, worms and other small and microscopic life.

Because the rock strata and water table are destroyed hardwood trees such as oak and hickory will not grow on reclaimed mountain removal sites.   

CSWOM does not trust DEP to enforce the law. Some  of their inspectors have been known to favor the coal companies. Recent news reports revealed that 61 mountaintop removal permits were issued by the DEP illegally, without any plans for after-mining improvements. 

  You claim that the cost of getting water, electricity, gas and roads to the reclaimed mine will make it too expensive to build anything there. 

Within West Virginia, the poorest counties are the ones with coal.

Every year forever, sixty million board feet of lumber could have been cut from the 300,000 acres that have been destroyed by mountain top removal. This would provide permanent jobs.

To provide permanent jobs in mountain top removal a new mountain will have to be strip mined when the old one is finished. It will never end until all the mountains are gone.

Over $3 billion surplus in the abandoned mines fund could be used to hire unemployed miners to reclaim old abandoned strip mines.

Strip mine laws require that the flattened land be used for economic development to build factories, schools, shopping centers,houses etc. Out of 300,000 acres this has been done on only 5,000 acres.   

Members of the West Virginia United Methodist Conference and other church denominations passed resolutions calling for an immediate halt to mountaintop removal until a scientific study gauges its effect on human life and the environment, something the law mandates already.

Only two of the miners live near White Oak Mountain.

You have heard that the coal company has given miners the day off to come to the hearing and  put notices in their pay check envelopes urging miners to attend  the hearing and denouncing you as not caring for the miners and their families. 

People living on Sang, Sugar Tree and Sycamore Creeks have gotten married, buried their dead, hunted, hiked and played on White Oak mountain for years.
