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This section of the service learning requirement will allow students to gain an in-depth understanding of the impacts that Mountaintop Removal coal mining has on residents of Appalachia and the United States and learn how grassroots action is being organized to combat mountaintop removal.  More importantly, the course will allow students to take their own action on a national level by applying their new skills via a trip to Washington DC to lobby congress in favor of the Clean Water Protection Act, which would make mountaintop removal illegal.  To facilitate this, students will be well prepared in the art of lobbying, will take a trip to the coalfields to experience the impacts that mountaintop removal has on people and the land, and will organize fundraisers to finance the trip, among other exciting things.

This ‘Task Force’ will satisfy the service learning requirement for the Contextures class and will also carry a one hour interdisciplinary studies credit that will be listed through David Huntley.  This extra credit hour comes with extra work and students should expect to put more into this experience than other service learning opportunities.

Learning Objectives:
I) What mountaintop removal is and the concepts that go with it 

1) What is Appalachian Voices and where did it come from

2 )How is mountaintop removal different?

3 )Mineral extraction industry

4 )Absentee land ownership

5 )Corporate/private influence on politics and interpretation of law

II) Movements: How different organizations respond to mountaintop removal and what methods are used

1)Different ways to organize

a. Ad-hoc organizations

b. Environmental justice orgs.

c. Regional Grassroots orgs

d. National Conservation


     2) Three types of action

a. Organizing

b. Legal

c. Legislative

d. Regulatory

e. Direct Action

III) Impacts of mountaintop removal on communities and individuals

1) Health issues

2 )Loss of land and identity

3 )Economic impacts

4 )Social friction and divisions

5 )Fear factor and forced silence

6 )Rising to the occasion

Action Objectives
The Task Force will convene weekly on Tuesday evenings from 7-9.  During this time a variety of things can happen.  The above learning objectives will be achieved through discussion, guest and resident lecturers, and most importantly by doing. 

Participants will: Take a trip to the coal fields (more below), organize a fundraiser to fund the DC trip, phone bank, write letters, blog, and do all the other little things that amount to long term change in the real world.

Students will have an opportunity to witness firsthand mountaintop removal and how it affects people and communities through a field trip to the coalfields, visiting with residents and seeing mountaintop removal sites.  This trip will take place at the beginning of the Task Force and will give students a perspective that should be helpful in better understanding mountaintop removal.

Finally, having thoroughly prepared, students will travel to Washington DC to lobby the new congress in favor of the clean water protection act which would make mountaintop removal illegal by removing a loophole in the clean water act.





*

*
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Participation in this segment service learning will be more demanding than other opportunities; fortunately it promises to be much more rewarding.  When considering participation please take a moment to ask yourself if you are willing to devote more than the required 15 hours to this endeavor.  Participants should be interested in environmental justice and human rights issues, activism and grassroots organizing, as well as research and academic drudgery for a good cause.   Those who wish to participate should be willing to fill out a short application, as only 12 spaces are available for the Task Force.  Upon completion of this endeavor, participants will emerge with a new sense of agency and hope in an unjust and corrupt world, a sophisticated understanding of how people organize including real skills for impacting (perhaps saving) the planet, and an appreciation for mountains, people, and energy of all kinds.  I hope you choose to join us.

